
 

   

Pray for Boldness 
ACTS 4:23-31 
5/2/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 4:23-31.  

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 
and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 

use it when applicable. 

• Research the Greek word depostes. How do we use a form of this word in modern English? 
How is it used in the New Testament? How does your research enhance your understanding of 
the prayer in our passage? What impact, if any, does it have on the way you pray? 

LEAD  
• Customize the lesson for your group. Plan for adequate discussion time for the questions you 

selected. 

• Promote the weekly Wednesday Evening Bible Study for Fulfill the Calling. Each session 
continues where the sermons leave off, so it provides continuity. 

• Pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit during the study. Don’t be afraid to use silence as a 
time to receive and answer from the Spirit or for someone else to share an insight.  

• Spend time discussing the Application so your group can do its part to help the church fulfill its 
calling.  

LISTEN  
• Listen to the answers and insights that are shared during your group time. Use them for your 

own growth and to help others in your group who might need to grow in those areas as well.  

LOVE  
• Engage with a lost person this week. Seek an opportunity to turn an ordinary encounter into a 

gospel conversation. 

• Pray for your group members to look for and take advantage of opportunities they have to 
be on one accord in prayer with each other and ask God for boldness to share the gospel.  

https://firstnorfolk.online.church/
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Pray for Boldness 
ACTS 4:23-31 
5/2/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
The church fulfills her calling when the family of faith prays for boldness. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What is the biggest answer to prayer you’ve personally experienced? What did that 
answer do for your prayer life? for your faith? 

When we work, we work; when we pray, God works. Too many Christians—and churches—have 
lost dependence on God. Do we not believe God can work as He did in the days of the early 

church? In Acts, believers fervently prayed for boldness as they faced persecution while sharing 
the gospel. God answered their prayers then and He answers our prayers today. Without prayer 
we will not have the Spirit-powered boldness we need to fulfill the church’s calling to be Jesus’ 
witnesses in our world.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:23-28 

• Why do you think Peter and John went first to the fellowship of believers after their 
release from custody? How did the two men benefit from being physically present with 
their brothers and sisters? What impact did their presence have on the group? 

• The first part of the prayer is doctrinal in nature as it is a reminder of what the Bible 

teaches. There are three themes: creation, revelation, and incarnation. Identify the 
verses that belong to each theme. What role does each theme play in the prayer? Why 
are the themes in this particular order?  

• Should believers today include these themes in our prayers? Explain.  

 

 
What is your typical first response to a crisis situation as an 
individual? As a group? Are your individual or group responses 
similar to the one described in this passage or would they be 
different? Why?  

DISCUSS 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:29-30  

• The second part of the prayer is about motivation. What was the believers’ motivation 

for praying? What does their motivation tell us about their priorities?  

• Why did the believers call themselves “slaves” or “servants” in their prayer? What’s the 

implication for us as believers today? 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 4:31 

• What does this verse teach about the necessity and effectiveness of prayer? About the 
believer’s need for spiritual power and God’s provision of that power?  

• What does it mean to be “filled with the Holy Spirit”?  

• God’s answer to the prayer confirms that the group prayed God’s will. How can we do 
the same? How will we know we are effective? 

 

 

APPLICATION 

Make a list of all the challenges your group faces to schedule time to pray together. 
Brainstorm ways to overcome those challenges. Schedule a time to come together. 
Prepare for your group prayer time by meditating on a common scripture and asking 
God to bless your group’s efforts to fulfill the church’s calling.    

PRAYER 
Ask God to give us the boldness we need to share His message of hope so we can fulfill our 

calling as the church.   

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 4:23-31 

Do our group prayers match the motivation and priorities of those of 
the early church? If so, is there a tangible impact you can share? If 
not, how can we change our motivation and shift our priorities? 
 

 
DISCUSS 

Was God’s supernatural response to prayer limited to the time of 
the apostles, or is it still experienced by believers today? 

 
DISCUSS 
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The beginning of Acts 4 recalls Peter and John’s imprisonment for boldly proclaiming the gospel. 
After their release, Peter and John went to their own people and reported everything that had 

happened to them. The Sanhedrin had threatened them, but they had refused to stop preaching 
and teaching in Jesus’ name.  

The news of Peter and John’s experience moved the church to pray. This growing but struggling 
church embraced God’s plan for them in spreading the gospel in a hostile environment. God’s 

authority is absolute. The argument of these believers is sound and uses a greater to lesser 
principle: If God created everything in this vast universe, then He certainly has authority over the 
circumstances we face as believers. 

The connection between God as Creator and His control of His world is made in the quotation of 

Psalm 2:1-2. David, the author of this psalm, faced opposition to his reign from pagan rulers and 
his own countrymen. Similarly, Jesus, the greater Son of David, also faced opposition from people 
in authority. This Messianic psalm refers to the fact that those faithful to King Jesus can expect the 
same opposition. 

The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers assembled together against the Lord and 
against His Messiah. Their rejection of the gospel means that eternal punishment awaits them. 
Peter and John told the Sanhedrin the truth; the Jewish leaders rejected their message to their 

own peril. Despite the guilt of these men in putting Jesus to death, it was God’s sovereign plan for 
the redemption of people. God’s people today have a part in that plan as we share the gospel 
and watch God continue to grow His church. 

Christ’s followers called on God to use them to advance His kingdom in the midst of this 

opposition. Christians in many countries are familiar with hostile governments, and this was the 
case for the early church from the very outset. The believers did not ask God to remove 
persecution but to empower them to proclaim the gospel boldly despite persecution. They were 
more concerned about advancing the gospel and God’s kingdom than they were about avoiding 

persecution.  

Through this prayer, these believers serve as a reminder for us that God does not call us to lives 
of ease, prosperity, and comfort. One of the most dangerous ideas propagated in modern 
churches today is that God’s plan is for His people to be happy and prosperous. The Scriptures 

do not support this claim. The believers in the early church already knew this and prayed 
accordingly. They wanted God to use them to spread the gospel in the face of persecution, even 
if it led to their martyrdom. 

After the church had finished praying, the Holy Spirit moved in a powerful way. God had a 
specific plan for the church at that time, and the Holy Spirit gave them the power to accomplish 
that plan. God never demands of us what He doesn’t empower us to do. The church had been 
praying that God would continue to use them, and we should expect God to move when we pray 

according to His will. The church’s prayer was answered—they had asked for boldness (v. 29) 
and now they had the boldness they needed to be effective witnesses (v. 31). The early church 
was willing to boldly go where no Christians had gone before—because they had the power of 
the Spirit in them and a powerful message to share with others. 


